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WHAT IS KYOTOPHONIE
BORDERLESS MUSIC FESTIVAL?

KYOTOPHONIE is an international music event held biannually in Kyoto.

Since its launch in the spring of 2023, the festival has become a hub of creativity and expression.
Inspired by the theme of KYOTOGRAPHIE exhibitions, we invite artists from around the world and
local Japanese acts to perform at unique venues across Kyoto, creating a musical experience that
transcends genres and borders.
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KYOTOPHONIE 2025
FREXR

F#EETE : 2025F 48128 (11— 5A1MA[H]
NEE 3
BB 1

BEHREEBESH : 2,230A

- KYOTOGRAPHIE & KYOTOPHONIE 2025 VIP Opening Ceremony
ENE% : 354A

- KYOTOGRAPHIE / KYOTOPHONIE / KG+ 2025 Kick-Off Party
EIE% : 269A

- JL7TA with J\WE4%E (FATHER) X Z71UX-Hvhk Soundscapes from Brazil & Beyond
EEH : 34TA

- YOURYA—5-ALIT4Y & NTF4-ZAZIR | ALRRYTVR
EE% : 1,260A

RRITTFANT IR (2024FE589H —2025F58111) :
TOT17 - —824,24), RREE 59,445, 1A M 206,880

DNRAV RIS LDT7+07—8 : 5,947
DNRTIARTvIR=TD7407—# : 1,024
NEXD7407—%1 : 940

RNHT7Z1V—DERIE : 20,000#

KYOTOPHONIE 2025
At a glance

Dates: 2025.4./12 Sat. — 5/l Sun.
Number of concerts: 3

Number of exhibitions: 1

Total number of attendees: 2,230

- KYOTOGRAPHIE & KYOTOPHONIE 2025 VIP Opening Ceremony
Number of attendees: 354
- KYOTOGRAPHIE / KYOTOPHONIE / KG+ 2025 Kick-Off Party
Number of attendees: 269
- KOM_I with NANAO KOBAYASHI (FATHER) X Filipe Catto Soundscapes from Brazil & Beyond
Number of attendees: 347
- Soundwalk Collective & Patti Smith : CORRESPONDENCES
Number of attendees: 1,260

Web access between 2024.5.9 to 2025.544:
24,24/ active users, 59,445 views, 206,830 events

Number of followers of the official Instagram account: 5,947
Number of followers of the official Facebook page: 1,024
Number of followers of the official X account: 940

Number of festival flyers printed: 20,000
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KYOTOGRAPHIE &
KYOTOPHONIE 2025
\/IP Opening Ceremony

41 FRI 18:30—-21:00

Former Butokuden
IBR =R

AWICH & KUNIKO
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INT 2=V AD#ETFF Awich A3 YouTube Fv > RILTZEWVWZEFET,

The performance is available to watch on Awich's official YouTube channel.
FAwich X KUNIKO Inspired by Mao Ishikawa “7#hH/\7F"

at KYOTOGRAPHIE & KYOTOPHONIE 2025 Opening Ceremonyl
https:/youtu.be/I19u0BX8fzQA?si=jpr8_tfsnSyWSSfz

© Video by Kosuke Arakawa for KYOTOGRAPHIE & KYOTOPHONIE 2025

At the Opening Ceremony of KYOTOGRAPHIE & KYOTOPHONLIE, held in Kyoto's
historic Former Butokuden, Awich and KUNIKO delivered a deeply resonant
performance that carried a powerful message from Okinawa to the world.

Awich unveiled a work inspired by “Red Flower,” a seminal series by postwar
Okinawan photographer Mao Ishikawa, featured in the 2025 KYOTOGRAPHIE
Main Program. Awich’'s poem, written especially for the occasion, gave voice to
the lives and struggles of Okinawan women—speaking of generational pain,
resilience, and the long shadow of exploitation and discrimination.

Draped in a gown fashioned from an old U.S. military parachute, Awich's
presence was both defiant and dignified. As KUNIKO accompanied her on the
sanshin, her emotionally charged delivery reverberated through the hall, leaving
many in the audience visibly moved. The performance built to a crescendo with
a spirited “Kachashi,” a traditional Okinawan celebratory dance performed at
the climax of festivals, harvest celebrations, and banquets, as guests from around
the world rose to join in joyous, communal movement.

Blending poetry, rap, sanshin, and Okinawan song and dance, the performance
honoured Okinawan women while boldly forging new paths of expression.

It was a performance that captured the very essence of the festival's theme,
“"HUMANITY"—a historic night and unforgettable celebration of identity,
resistance, and hope.
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AT Each spring, crowds gather at Kyoto's'iconic CLUB METRO—Japan's oldest
CLUB METRO ; nightclub—for the annual Kick-off Pa,r'tgféa&e‘oréting the start of KYOTOGRAPHIE,

KYOTOPHONIE, and KG+. Blending'_bJ §ef§'and live performances, the party sets
the tone for the month ahead, e-nef‘gi&éhq‘festival—goers with a genre-crossing

B ;ﬂ’ ® ° mix of music rarely heard in Kg&o. 4 "
KUNIKO, Filipe Catto;, ittt
TOYOMU, NiSSiE, Wataru(\W), ori ;
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All eyes were on Okinawan talent KUNIKO as she captivated audiences with her
powerful voice and modern take on Okinawan folk songs. Originally active as a
DJ in Tokyo, KUNIKO relocated to Okinawa in search of her roots and studied
under the legendary Misako Oshiro to become a traditional singer, developing
her own unique modern and original. KUNIKO's performance seamlessly blended
Ryukyuan folk songs with beats from bass music and African music, alternating
between acoustic sanshin and voice versions, to more elaborate mixed pieces
that had the whole audience moving.
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Marking her Japan debut, Brazilian artist Filipe Catto enchanted the crowd with
a powerful, genre-defying set. Backed by her tight band and channeling the raw
spirit of '60s—'70s rock, Catto performed songs from her latest album, a bold
homage to the legacy of Gal Costa. With soaring vocals and magnetic stage
presence, she moved seamlessly between tenderness and fire. For the show's
climax, local drag queens joined Catto on stage, fully embracing her signature
style that transcends gender and genre alike.



KO I\"_I with NANAO KOBAYASHI (FATHER)

Soundscapes from Brazil & Beyond

KOM_I with Nanao Kobayashi (FATHER)
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Japanese artist KOM_I (currently based in Bahia, Brazil) continues her
artistic journey alongside Nanao Kobayashi (known for her inventive
soundscapes under the alias FATHER). The duo, driven by KOM_I's
shape-shifting vocal performance and Kobayashi’'s powerful
drumming, delivered a hypnotic performance for KYOTOPHONIE.
Drawing from a wide range of influences—Japanese traditional arts,
Indian classical music, Brazilian ceremonies, and Ethiopian songs—
the set was shaped by their travels and rooted in explorations of
ritual, rhythmn, and voice.

Following an ethereal opening, KOM_I
reappeared dressed in a wild, beast-like
costume, plunging the performance into
a thunderous, noise-laden section with
her erratic movements and primal
vocals. Like a modern-day shaman, she
commanded the space with a fierce and
transformative presence. In the final act,
the pair stepped into the audience,
KOM_I playing the Thai khaen, and
Kobayashi on a metallic percussion
instrument, drawing the audience into a
quiet, collective stillness—a tranquil
finale to this dramatic sonic pilgrimage.




Filipe Catto

ALT A with Mts%E (FATHER) X 74UR - Ay b
Soundscapes from Brazil & Beyond

479 SUN 17:30 —
Hulic Hall Kyoto
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Filipe Catto
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Just a week earlier at CLUB METRO, Filipe Catto had captivated
audiences with a genderless, alluring performance. But on this night,
in a new venue, she revealed the full scope of her presence as a rock star.
Projected behind Catto were photographs taken by Brazilian
photographer Madalena Schwartz—capturing scenes of Sao Paulo’s
trans community and street culture during the era of military
dictatorship. The photos brought the covers of Gal Costa songs vividly
to life, Catto offereing a multidimensional interpretation of the
messages embedded in each track. Adopting the spirit of Tropicalia,
Catto who is leading Brazilian rock and queer culture, had everyone
captivated with her voice and stage presence.
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KYOTOPHONIE Lounge & Cafe
at TIME'S Bz,
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As part of the KYOTOPHONIE 2025 Spring program, the KYOTOPHONIE Lounge at
Tadao Ando's iconic building TIME'S, featured a special photography exhibition
by photographer Lucille Reyboz of the legendary Malian musician Salif Keita.
Visitors had the opportunity to listen to Salif Keita's latest album, So Kono,
which is co-produced by KYOTOPHONIE and was recorded during his stay in
Kyoto in 2023. In addition, a retrospective video of past KYOTOPHONIE editions
was screened, allowing people to relax and unwind in a calm space overlooking
the Takase River. The lounge also served special "HUMANITY Blend” coffee,
created in collaboration between the festival and Kyoto's popular roaster,
Kurasu.
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Soundscapes from'Brazil & Bayoi

2025.4.19SAT
HULIC HALL KVUTO

OPLN 7:00 STN-]Y 1/ .JO

2025.4.29 TUE
ROHM Theatre Kyoto South Hall

12:00 OPEN | 13:00 START
16:30 OPEN | 17:30 START

SPRING EDITION
0025.04.12— 05/

DIFTYOUE agen &

Poster




\Website & SNIS
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(FATHER
Brazil & Beyond

The website and SNS was jointly managed by the KYOTOPHONIE and
KYOTOGRAPHIE teams, showcasing our shared vision and commitment to
creating a cohesive message. We leveraged the new KYOTOPHONIE platform and
SNS assets, as well as the existing follower base of the long-established
KYOTOGRAPHIE platform and brand, to disseminate information. Contents,
including the artist line-up, artist video messages, information on the venues,
timetable, and others, were created in the key colour blue to maintain a
consistent visual identity. The KYOTOPHONIE website also played a crucial role,
offering comprehensive details and updates, further enhancing our
communication efforts and reach.

KYOTOPHONIES AliEa—" ¥ Zm—LEBL 0 17
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F4 U v b @oficialcatto
KYOTOPHONIE 2025 SPRING
“Soundscapes from Brazil & Beyond”
2026547198 (L)
Sk a—"Y 2 2 R—I5E @hulichallkyoto

The alkuring veice of Filipe Catto still has us mesmaerised from her performance at Hulic Hall
Kyoto for #KYOTOPHONIEZ02S!
The incredible Brazilian artist Filipe Catto took the stage, setting the room ablaze with passion
and power. Backed by her band, she defivered a high-energy rock set full of soul and charisma
—blending iconic Brazilian classics with her own stirring originals.
Filipe Catto @oficialcatto
KYOTOPHONIE 2025 SPRING
“Soundscapes from Brazil & Bayond”
Saturday April 19, 2025
#Hulic Hall Kyoto @hulichallkyoto
maPhotos by Yohan Nieto
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Media Coverage
AT+ TIEE

O0##E#H | Total number of media coverage 90 listings

[#5E #2512 | Web Magazine ]
144%188& | 14 Publications
-EffTFM online, Bijyutsutecho online, 20244243
-IMA ONLINE, 20254.4

‘Modern Living, 20254.21

‘W AEIR, Fujingaho, 20251.26
‘Esquire, 2025.214

-HAPER'S BAZAAR, 2025.014
-VOGUE Japan, 2025.3.31
‘Richesse, 2025.4.4 / 4.206
-Ganerazione Critica, 2025.4.8
-GINZA mag, 2025.411
‘Wallpaper, 2025.4.24
‘MingPao, 2025.4.25

+The Art Newspaper, 2025.5/

[ 45 EDRI | Printed Magazine ]
3fH&# | 3 Publications
‘Meets Regional, 2025.44

-The Art Newspaper, 2025.5
-Style Chosun, 2025.5

[ 7B | Newspaper ]

2{Hi8# | 2 Publications

-5%5e#E, The Yomiuri Shimubun, 2025.446
-Bi&#E 4> 21>, Nikkei Online, 2025.4.206

[ 975 | Web Article ]

494188 | 49 Publications

-GEN DE ART, 20244245 / 2025.215
-NiEW, 20244246 / 2025.3.31 / 418
-Amass, 2025.243

-eleking, 2025.243

-HYPEBEAST, 2025.243

-SPICE, 2025.243

-deep Kyoto, 2025.214

-Infoseek, 2025.216

-Quetic, 2025.247

‘NME JAPAN, 2025.2418

-OTOTOY, 2025.248

-TOKYO ART BEAT, 2025.2.20
-Fashion Press, 2025.2.24

‘MUSIC TRIBUNE, 2025.2.24
-SONY MUSIC WEB, 2025.3.7

+AVE CORNER PRINTING, 2025.347
-QUI, 2025.3.24

-Time out, 2025.3.26

-CD Journal, 2025.3.28

-Latina, 2025.3.28 / 441

-Pointed, 2025.3.28

-Yahoo! JAPAN news, 2025.3.28

-TRILL, 2025.3.31

-BAE2.0% 1 ~, Japan Cultural Expo 2.0
website, 2025.3.31

BILEMZFR Y I Y, Okayama Art Summit
website, 2025.44

-ARTovilla, 2025.4.2

-RERTHEES ART, KYOTO de Asobou Navi,
2025.4.2 / 4.3

-CINRA, 2025.4.3

-HEEN Navi, Kyoto Kanko Navi, 2025.4.9
Rolling Stone Japan, 2025.440 / 5.2
-Osaka Travel Guide 360° by Yomiuri, 2025.4/1
-KYOTO Art Box, 2025.446 (244)

“Z51E. ®REBLZ S, , Souda Kyoto Ikou, 2025.418
-PARCO, 2025.4.25

‘BEAMS CULTUART, 2025.5.2

-Excite, 2025.5.2

-livedoor news, 2025.5.2

YA4FEZa2—2Z, MY Navi News, 2025.5.2
‘Quetic, 2025.516

-BESTOY'S, 2025.5416

-Spincoaster, 2025.516

[5¥% | Radio]

20158 | 22 Publications

‘KBS Kyoto Radio | 5> IR#E, Sarapin! Kyoto,
0025.342 / 446

‘FM COCOLO | Earth Colors Portuguese
Edition, 2025.314

‘FM COCOLO | Whole Earth RADIO, 2025.314
‘FM 802 | THE OVERSEAS, 2025.3.26

-o STATION FM KYOTO | NEWS ROOM,
2025.3.27

-a STATION FM KYOTO / KYOTOGRAPHIE &
KYOTOPHONIE presents "HUMANITY" VolA-5,
0025.3.28 / 4.4 / 42 [ 448 / 4.25

-J-WAVE | ANA WORLD AIR CURRENT, 2025.4.5
‘FM COCOLO | From Overseas Brazil, 2025.410
-a STATION FM KYOTO | GOOD NEW KYOTO,
2025.414—18

-o STATION FM KYOTO | IMAGINALY LINE,
2025.4.8

-o STATION FM KYOTO | CROSS POINT,
2025.417

-TOKYO FM | The LIFESTYLE Museum,
2025.4.25

‘KBS Kyoto Radio | ARKERZE®D IJAM JAMZ>#,
Yoshihide Otomo’s JAM JAM Radio, 2025.5.3

Deep Kyoto

AEUTDUFKOTD  ANUTMOMGILLAMEE  TRNEATOMERVCE  BO0NS  DEPEY

Patti Smith to Perform with Soundwalk
Collective in Kyoto

woniary 14,10 By M Lambe
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KYOTOPHONIE presents "HUMANITY" Behind the scenes
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